
 

 

City of Fort Lupton 
Liquor Licensing Authority 

Agenda 
Tuesday, October 15, 2024 

6:00 PM 
130 South McKinley Avenue 

Zo Hubbard, Mayor 
Valerie Blackston, Ward 1 

Chris Ceretto, Ward 2 
Carlos Barron, Ward 3 
David Crespin, Ward 1 
Claud Hanes, Ward 2 

Bruce Fitzgerald, Ward 3 

 

 

 
You may join in person or join remotely by clicking on: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/353347597  
Call to Order  
Pledge of Allegiance  
Roll Call  
Approval of Agenda  
Consent Agenda - Consent Agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion and vote. 
There will be no separate discussion of Consent Agenda items unless a Councilmember so requests, in which case the item 
may be removed/moved from the Consent Agenda.  
a. October 1, 2024 Liquor Licensing Authority Meeting Agenda 
Public Hearings - Public Hearings allow members of the audience to present comments and questions to the City 
Council on the item being presented. Comments and questions may be limited to three (3) minutes- Mayor Hubbard 
a. AM 2024-169 Seeking Consideration by the Fort Lupton City Council Acting as the 

Local Licensing Authority for an Application Submitted by Carnitas Estilo Michoacan 
LLC dba Carnitas Estilo Michoacan for a Hotel and Restaurant License at 20 S. Grand 
Avenue 

Adjourn  
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
LIQUOR LICENSING AUTHORITY 

October 1, 2024 
 
  

 

The Liquor Licensing Authority of the City of Fort Lupton met at the City Complex, 130 South 
McKinley Avenue, on Tuesday, October 1, 2024. Mayor Zo Hubbard called the meeting to 
order at 6:24 p.m. and invited everyone to join her in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Mari Peña, City Clerk, called the roll. Those present were Mayor Zo Hubbard, Councilmembers, 
Bruce Fitzgerald, Carlos Barron, Chris Ceretto, David Crespin and Claud Hanes. Councilmember 
Valerie Blackston participated remotely.   
 
Also present were City Administrator, Chris Cross, City Clerk, Mari Peña, Chief of Police, William 
Carnes, Public Works Director, Roy Vestal, City Attorney, Andy Ausmus and Finance Director, 
Leann Perino. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
It was moved by David Crespin and seconded by Bruce Fitzgerald to approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
It was moved by Bruce Fitzgerald and seconded by David Crespin to approve the Consent Agenda 
as presented with the following items: 

• September 17, 2024, Liquor Licensing Authority Meeting Minutes 

Motion passed unanimously on voice vote. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 

AM 2024-159 Consideration by the City Council Acting as the Local Licensing Authority, on an 
Application Submitted by Lucky Shot Sports Bar & Grill LLC, located at 327 Denver Avenue, for 
Change of Manager to Preston Davis 
 
Mayor Hubbard opened the public hearing at 6:26 p.m. City Clerk, Mari Peña, explained that 
Bruce Balsley, owner of Lucky Shots has submitted an application for Change of Manager to 
Preston Davis. Per Section 6-39 of the Fort Lupton Municipal Code, “FLMC”, these changes 
can be approved administratively. However, due to the information received from the 
background history and fingerprinting, the application was denied under the administrative 
review process. The application is being brought before Local Licensing Authority for 
consideration.  
 
The City Attorney, Andy Ausmus, swore in Mr. Davis. Upon further questions by the  
 

Page 2 of 28



2 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
LIQUOR LICENSING AUTHORITY 
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attorney, Mr. Davis answered that the only item on his record stems from a shoplifting 
incident when he was in college, thirteen years ago. Mr. Davis also stated he learned his 
lesson and has not had any incidents since.    
 
Mayor Hubbard asked if anyone from the public wished to speak for or against the case. 
There being no one and no further questions from the liquor licensing authority, Mayor 
Hubbard closed the public hearing at 6:30 p.m.  
 
It was moved by Carlos Barron and seconded by David Crespin to accept an Application 
Submitted by Lucky Shot Sports Bar & Grill LLC, located at 327 Denver Avenue, for Change of 
Manager to Preston Davis. Motion carried unanimously on roll call vote. 
 

AM 2024-167 Consideration of the Renewal Application for a Tavern Liquor License, by the 
City Council acting as the Local Licensing Authority, Submitted by Silvermoon LLC dba 
Silvermoon Bar and Café 
 
Mayor Hubbard opened the public hearing at 6:31 p.m. City Clerk, Mari Peña, stated the owner of 
the property Joe Henry Cardenas, passed away March 2023 and still holds ownership of the 
property. At the hearing last year, it was determined that Christina Cardenas, widow of Joe Henry 
Cardenas, and de facto representative of the estate, would open a probate case for Mr. Cardenas 
and allow the Silvermoon to continue operations. The reason this is coming before the licensing 
authority, is to determine whether the Silvermoon is still in legal possession of the property. 
 
The City Attorney, Andy Ausmus, swore in Jason Cardenas, the sole owner of the Silvermoon. Mr. 
Ausmus asked Mr. Cardenas if he was aware that the business is delinquent with the Colorado 
Secretary of State and therefore the Silvermoon is not in good standing. Mr. Cardenas stated he 
was unaware of this. Mr. Ausmus asked how the business is occupying the location, and if there 
was lease or written agreement? Mr. Cardenas stated that he doesn’t have a lease and that he 
thought this wasn’t an issue because it was discussed and resolved last year. Mr. Ausmus stated 
that that decision is for the Authority; to determine if he is in legal possession of the property in 
which he is operating a business. Mr. Ausmus preceded to ask if there was any written or verbal 
lease? Mr. Cardenas stated that there was a verbal lease from his father but he passed away 2 years 
ago; a probate case hasn’t been opened in his father’s name.  
 
Mr. Ausmus asked a series of questions to which Mr. Cardenas stated, he does not pay rent because 
the building is paid for, he does not pay for insurance because there is no insurance on the building.  
Mr. Ausmus restated, that there is no lease, no rent and no insurance. He then asked if the taxes 
on the building have been paid. Mr. Cardenas stated the taxes have been paid including the sales 
tax license which has an expiration of today. Mr. Cardenas added that there is only two (2) 
employees; himself and Joe the cook. When asked if he had any communications with the owners 
of the building, Mr. Cardenas stated that his brother and himself are dealing with that, and that his 
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step-mother thought she had something do to with it but she doesn’t.   
 
Mr. Ausmus stated to Mr. Cardenas that he didn’t know whether taxes associated with the property 
have been paid or not. Mr. Cardenas indicated that he didn’t know.  
 
Mayor Hubbard addressed Mr. Cardenas and stated that he is expected to bring the items to 
current in order to proceed.   
 
Councilmember Chris Ceretto asked for further clarification on the requirement of ownership of 
building. Last year, at the hearing, there was a verbal lease and without a lease you can’t have a 
liquor license.  
 
Mr. Ausmus indicated that this is a renewal application and the license owner has to be in legal 
possession of the premises.   
 
Mayor Hubbard stated that she would like to see if his brother and step-mother would concur on 
some sort of document and get taxes current. Mr. Cardenas stated that all he has is his brother and 
his step-mother; who showed up last year thinking she could get money.  
 
Mr. Ausmus indicated to the Authority the options on the hearing; Deny the renewal, approve with 
conditions as the applicant is not in legal possession, or continue to 30 days which is an extension 
on the license. At this time, there is no assurance that anything is going to change within the 
timeframe. Mr. Cardenas doesn’t have a lease, doesn’t pay rent, the building is not insured, and 
there may be a tax issue. If Mr. Cardenas would like to address the items, the matter can be tabled 
to 30 days with an attend to satisfy the requirements.  
 
Mayor Hubbard asked Mr. Ausmus, if there is a requirement for insurance. The City Attorney stated 
that insurance goes hand in hand with legal possession of the premises and he is concerned that 
since there is a liquor licensed premises that is uninsured, there is a risk of liability not only for the 
building owner but for Mr. Cardenas himself if something were to happen. It is not a standalone 
requirement but should be taken into consideration.  
 
Mr. Cardenas stated that he will do what he can, he just needs to know where to start.  
Mayor Hubbard said that he should start with the taxes.  
 
Councilmember Claud Hanes added the he didn’t think a 30-day extension would change anything.  
 
There being no further discussion, Mayor Hubbard closed the public hearing at 6:41 
 
Chris Ceretto made a motion to continue the matter for 30 days, to November 5, 2024. Bruce 
Fitzgerald seconded the motion.  Motion passed with 5 ‘yes’ votes and 2 ‘no’ votes from 
Councilmembers David Crespin and Claud Hanes.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m.  
 
 
Submitted by, 
 
     
Maricela Peña, City Clerk 
 
Approved by City Council, 
 
 
     
Zo Hubbard, Mayor 
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Certification of Council Approval: 

   

Ordinance No. ______________ City Clerk  Date 
Resolution No. ______________    

 

 

Liquor Licensing Authority 
Date: October 15, 2024 
Staff: Kaela Dunston, Deputy City Clerk 

AM 2024-169 

Public Hearing☒ 

 
SUBJECT FOR DISCUSSION 
 

Seeking Consideration by the Fort Lupton City Council Acting as the Local Licensing Authority for an 
Application Submitted by Carnitas Estilo Michoacan LLC dba Carnitas Estilo Michoacan for a Hotel and 
Restaurant License at 20 S. Grand Avenue        
     
SUMMARY STATEMENT/BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
Carnitas Estilo Michoacan LLC dba Carnitas Estilo Michoacan has submitted an application for a Hotel and 
Restaurant License at 20 S. Grand Avenue. The application was received August 19, 2024, and deemed 
complete August 26, 2024.   
 
At the September 17, 2024, Liquor Licensing Authority meeting, staff presented the application to the City 
Council, acting as the Local Licensing Authority, with Resolution 2020R049, “Establishing the 
Neighborhood” as the entire City of Fort Lupton city limits.  The resolution also set the Public Hearing for 
October 15, 2024, which meets the statutory requirements.  All public notification requirements including 
posting of the premises have been met.  The deadline for the public to submit comments regarding this 
application was October 14, 2024.  As of October 11, 2024, no comments were filed with the City Clerk 
regarding the application.   
 
The application is under concurrent review which means that the Colorado Department of Revenue Liquor 
Enforcement Division will review the application while it is under review with the City. All fees have been 
paid by the applicant. 
 
This type of license doesn’t have any distance restrictions.  
 
Pursuant to Statute, the applicant is to produce evidence supporting the “needs and desire” of the 
neighborhood (city limits).  Samantha Macias with Rebel Heart Licensing, LLC, was hired by the applicant to 
obtain signatures from residents regarding the license. On October 8, 2024, Rebel Heart Licensing, LLC 
submitted a petition with results as followed:  
   
  Total door knocks:    264 
  Persons who signed the petition:  125     
  Persons who declined to sign the petition:    5 
  Ineligible contacts: (younger than 21;  
  Nonresident; non-English speaking;  

not a business owner or manager)     4 
No answer at the door knock:    130   

 
No map was included with the petitions submitted by Rebel Heart Licensing, LLC.  
 
The Local Liquor License Authority needs to consider the character, reputation and record of the 
applicant(s) prior to granting a liquor license.   
 
The City Council acting as the Local Liquor Licensing Authority shall consider the facts and evidence 
presented as well the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood for the Hotel and Restaurant License, 
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[Type here] 
 

the desires of the adult inhabitants, the number, type and availability of alcohol beverage outlets located 
in or near the neighborhood, and any other pertinent matters affecting the qualifications of the applicant 
for the conduct of the type of business proposed. 
 
The applicant’s Licensing Specialist, Samantha Macias, with Rebel Heart Licensing, is in attendance to 
address any concerns or answer any question the Local Licensing Authority or citizens may have.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
N/A 
 
LEGAL/POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
N/A  
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS 

1. Approve the application based on facts and evidence presented 
2. Table the decision for 30 days. 
3. Deny the application stating the reason(s) for denial.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 
Staff seeks recommendation. 
 
Attachments: a. Petitions by Rebel Heart Licensing, LLC 
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